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Minutes of the meeting of Birdingbury Parish Council 

held on Monday 17th March 2025 in The Birdingbury Club, Birdingbury 

 
Present: Cllrs French, de Nahlik, Kendell, Preston, Kent, and Mrs J Chapman (clerk) 

 

1 Welcome 
Cllr French opened the meeting at 19:30 hrs and welcomed those present. 

 
2. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
 None 
   
3. Declarations of interest  

 None 
 

4. Representations from the Public  
 

5. Minutes of meetings 
 The following additions were made to the minutes: 
 Agenda item 7 after “disappearing” added in “and Long Itchington Road just as you 
 come into the village” 

Agenda item 9.7 after “7.5% added in “to reflect continued impact of inflation and 
expenses and to bolster reserves in anticipation of expenditure on the playing field  
and The Hovel” 
Agenda item 10.1 added onto the comments “ Only the Play Frame was unsafe as it 
had heavy crossbars. 
Agenda item 10.1 Cost to replace items Sovereign £26,500 + vat 

 
After the amendments were made It was proposed by Cllr de Nahlik, 
seconded by Cllr Preston and RESOLVED to accept the Minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on 20th January 2025.  

 
5.2 Action Plan  
 Noted  
 
6. Reports from Borough/County Councillor 

Cllr Keeling was not in attendance however he sent a report which was circulated to all 
Cllrs.  

 
7. Reports from Councillors 

Cllr Preston mentioned the deteriorating dragon’s teeth marking on the Long Itchington 
Road just as you enter the village (amended minutes) Clerk to advise WCC and Cllr 
Keeling. 
Cllr French advised the Club and Community Café are talking with Environmental 
Health from RBC because if they are making cakes more than every six weeks they 
need to label the cakes with the food contents. Currently, no action required from the 
Parish Council.  

    
8. Planning Applications 
8.1       The following planning application has been received since the last meeting held on 

20th January 2025. 
  

Planning Number Address Proposals Comments  

R25/0115 Milford House, 
Long Itchington 
Road, Birdingbury 

Prior approval for a 
single storey rear 
extension 
measuring 7.8 m 
long, 4.93m high 
and 3.20m at the 
eaves 

Withdrawn 4th 
February 2025 
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8.2         Planning Decisions 
  The following planning decision has been received since the last meeting held on 20th 

January 2025. 
  

Planning Number Address Outcome 

R25/0028 Gate Cottage, Main Street 
Birdingbury, Rugby, CV23 
8EL 

Approved 

 
8.3         Appeals - none received. 
 
8.4   Rugby Borough Local Plan Preferred Option Consultation 

As Birdingbury is a non-development village and will retain this status going forward in 
the new Local Plan, Cllrs felt it was not necessary for BPC to be represented at the 
Consultation event due to be held on Monday 31st March  2025 at the Benn Hall. 

 
9.          Financial Issues 
9.1     Standing Order/Direct Debit payments made since the last meeting held on 20th 

January 2025  

Payee Amount £ 

Clerk January 2025 salary paid 01.02.25 (standing order)  

Clerk February 2025 salary paid 01.03.25 (standing order)  

Hugofox – website 13.02.24 11.99 

 
9.2      Payments for approval –  

Payee Amount £ 

HMRC 01.01.25 – 31.03.25  

Mrs J Chapman reimbursement of Microsoft 365 Business 
Standard – yearly subscription 

138.24 

Mrs J Chapman reimbursement of Red & White Barrier Tape 7.99 

Mrs J Chapman reimbursement of Keep Off sign 7.98 

J Edgar Clearance of waste materials and removal, disposal of 
playground equipment 

500.00 

 
   It was proposed by Cllr French, seconded by Cllr Kent and  
   RESOLVED all the payments be made, except for the payment for  

Microsoft 365 Business Standard. 
 
Clerk to establish if the Microsoft Subscription can be downgraded to  
Microsoft Business Basic 

 
9.3     Bank Balance Reconciliation 

    Bank statement and reconciliation as at 28.02.25 - noted and Cllr French signed the  
  reconciliation as being correct.  

 
9.4         Budget Report as at 28.02.25 Noted 
 
9.5      Hampshire Trust 
 
9.5.1 Statement of account – remains at £5,000 - noted 
 
9.6.  Clerk – number of hours worked 
    Deferred to next meeting.  
 
9.7  Unity Trust 
    The Clerk confirmed the application has been made and just waiting for it to be 

processed. 
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9.8  VAT Refund 
    A reclaim amounting to £873.88 has been submitted 
 
9.9  HMRC rebate 
    The Clerk has asked the Parish Council’s payroll provider for help regarding the credit 

amount. An access code has been requested from HMRC, this will be sent to the Clerk, 
and it will be passed onto the payroll provider to enable her to access the PAYE 
payments. 

 
9.10  Internal Audit 
     Eleanor Choudry remains the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor for 2024 – 2025. 
    The AGAR forms and notification is yet to be received from the external auditors. The     

AGAR and Audit will be undertaken after 31st March 2025. 
 
9.11  Bonfire Funds held within Parish Council’s funds 
 
      It was proposed by Cllr French, seconded by Cllr de Nahlik and  
      RESOLVED the remaining “Bonfire Funds” of £432.45 be ringfenced  
      towards the recreation ground improvements. 
 
9.12     Provision within Council Budgets for the cost of Election Fees 
  Advice from WALC encourages Parish Council’s to make provision for election fees as     

Local Authorities look to make savings on their budgets.  - Noted  
 
10.       Recreation Ground  
10.1     Update on Safety Issues 

 The bulk of the multi playframe has been removed, all that is left are the main posts  
 which have been reduced to 18” high. All the edges have been chamfered.  
 The two posts for the nursery swing are still in situ.   
 The metal ring which was sticking out of the concrete pad has been removed. 

 
10.2 Revised Supplier Quotes 

   Cllr French met with families at a recent coffee morning and discussed the equipment in 
the recreation ground. Swings and slides are the preferred items, mainly for ages 6,7 
and 8. The loss of the nursery swing has been noted, and families were very keen for it t 
be replaced. All families like the slide, hence the request for a small slide along with the 
big one 

   
  Clerk to ask suppliers to quote for a new double nursery swing and to clarify if a safety 

surface is required and if it is, for it to be included in the quote   
 
10.3 HAGS  

 Clerk to ask HAGS to provide a quote for a replacement slide and a new shorter slide 
on the other side of the mound.    

  
10.4   Ownership of the Recreation Field. 
 The lease specifies the ownership of the recreation field, Clerk to forward a copy of the 

recreation ground lease to all Cllrs.  
 
 Clerk to establish if the Recreation Ground can be registered as a Community Asset. 

 
11. Highways 
11.1 Stockton Road/Leamington Hastings Road Development 

Cllr French met on site with the developers, they have taken on board the concerns of 
neighbours and will address them. They have already moved the “For Sale” sign and 
sited it elsewhere so it is no longing blocking views of the junction.  
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11.2     Culvert Stockton Road/Leamington Hastings 
       The ditches adjacent to the building site have been dug out. The developer has also dug 

out either side of the culvert but have not been able to clear the culvert. Clerk to ask Cllr 
Keeling to chase the outstanding work due by WC.  

 
11.3    Dragons Teeth road signage up by the Church 

    Warwickshire County Council will arrange for the dragon’s teeth up by the Church to be 
repainted in the new financial year – 2025 – 2026 (no date specified).   

  Clerk will ask for the Long Itchington Road to also be included. 
 

12.   The Hovel 
   The Hovel has been cleared. Clerk to write to the Diocese to advise them The Hovel is  

          becoming dilapidated and the Parish Council have insufficient funds to maintain it, what 
does the diocese want to do about it. 

 
13. Sustrans 

 Sustrans wish to complete the line between Marton and Rugby. The Clerk is waiting for 
information.  

 
14. Storage of original website information 

 Microsoft 365 Business Basic has been purchased, the Clerk will start moving the 
Parish Councils information over.  

 Clerk to establish if the package can be amended from Business Standard to Business 
Basic. 

 
15.       Emergency Plan  
            Clerk to amend phone numbers for the Birdingbury Club, Western Power is now 

National Grid.  
 

16.       War Memorial  
          Cllr de Nahlik may have established a way to clean the War Memorial, she will 

undertake a small test patch. 
 

17.      Action required if a Parish Councillor vacancy occurs 
  Clerk confirmed the action to be taken if a parish councillor vacancy occurs 

 
18.       Newcomers to the village 
 New family on Marton Road. 

 
19. Items for the next Agenda 
 AGAR, Broadband, Sustrans, War Memorial, Recreation Ground 

  
20.       Dates of future meetings.  
            Annual Village Meeting 29th April 2025 - arrangements / chairing 
            Birdingbury Parish Council Annual General Meeting – 19th May 2025 
            Birdingbury Parish Council monthly meeting – 19th May 2025 

 
    

 Meeting closed 21.00 
 
      
 
   Signed      Date 


